Draft/Suggestions/Questions

Emergency Department Recommendations 

for 

Diptheria/Tetanus/Pertussis Immunization 



Children <7yrs
DTap

Refer to pediatrician



Children 7-9 yrs
DT

Refer to pediatrician



Children 10-17 yrs 
Tdap

Refer to pediatrician



Adults 18-64 yrs
Tdap

Substitute ONE booster DT as adult







DT

Give if ineligible for Tdap (see below)



Adults >64 yrs

DT

**Exclusion Criteria for Adult Tdap:    Allergy to any part of vaccine




       
      Allergy to Latex




      
      > 64 yrs old




        
      Already received one adult booster of Tdap




        
      Hx seizure, Guillian Barre or other severe neurologic problem 
 



      Pregnancy (relative contraindication) 

**It is recommended that Tdap should not be given within 2 years of DT

**No data is available about giving Tdap more frequently than once as an adult.


(What is the recommendation in these situations?)

**If the patient’s immunization status is unknown –then administer DT or refer to PCP if there is one.

**If it is unknown whether the patient has received Tdap as an adult in the past –SAME AS ABOVE

