Standing Orders in the Emergency Department
Update to Guideline 3,  Section I

I.     Administer Tdap** 0.5 ml IM (Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis) in an unaffected


 extremity, if all the following conditions exist:  



1.. The patient has no known allergy or adverse reaction to Tdap or DT


2.  The patient has no known allergy to latex





3.  The patient has an interruption of the skin or mucous membranes



4.  The patient is between 18 and 64 years old.



5.  The patient has not been immunized within the last 10 years



6.  The patient has not received Tdap as an adult



7.  The patient has no know history of seizures, Guillain Barre, or other



 severe neurological problems.



8.  The patient is not pregnant 
      Administer  DT** (Diphtheria/Tetanus) 0.5 ml IM in an unaffected extremity if the

 patient does not meet all of the above criteria for Tdap and the following


 conditions exist:



1.  The patient has no known allergy to diphtheria/tetanus



2.  The patient has an interruption of the skin or mucous membranes



3.  The patient has not been immunized in the past 10 years



4.  The patient is 65 years and older



5.  The patient has already received tdap once as an adult



6.  The patient is pregnant
**If the patient’s immunization status is unknown administser DT or refer to PCP

**If it is unknown whether the patient has received Tdap as an adult in the past  
administer DT or refer to PCP. 

 

