
Algorithm for Severe Spinal Pain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*1CRP is STAT at Evanston only.  CRP results may not be ready before decision to admit. 
Should not deter MRI order if SEDRATE elevated or at location other than Evanston Hospital 

 
 

Adapted from J Neurosurg:  Spine/Vol. 14 June 2011 
 

Axial Spine pain 

Risk Factors: 
• Immuno-

compromised 
(Steroids or other 
immunosuppresant 
drugs) 

• Diabetes 
• IV Drug Use 
• Recent Spinal Trauma 
• Spinal Surgery  
• Suspected Infection 
 

NO Workup and treat  
as appropriate 

YES 

Progressive 
neurological deficits 

Fever, Risk Factor, 
static neurological 

deficits or  
radicular pain? 

Other etiology for 
symptoms identified? 

Workup and treat 
As appropriate 

Emergent MRI with contrast if not contraindicated 

ESR/CRP *1 

Discharge with follow-up 

Elevated 

Normal 

YES 

NO 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES Other labs may be done 


